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	April 29, 2010 (Hickory, N.C.) - Catawba County Clerk of Court Candidate, Ray Cerda, today announced his proposals to begin to transition the Catawba County Court System into the digital and electronic age of the 21st Century.





	“With a nearly 15-year head start on preparing the many departments in the state for the digital age, our state capitol in Raleigh has offered many upgrades for electronically organizing our county court systems,” according to Cerda. “Now the overwhelming, paper-filled manual filing and report sections of our courts have caused logistical log-jams for our residents.”





	With all of these software procedures being made available today, Cerda is proposing that the County Court System take advantage of the opportunities afforded by the state. These services would include document imaging and electronic case filing. 





	“As most of the residents of Catawba County are now embedded in the ever-constant digital presence of computers, many of the filing and informational resources are being delayed due to the extra work demanded by unnecessary trips to the Justice Center,” Cerda said. “With forms that could be easily downloaded via the internet and made accessible to the public both the waiting time and physical document storage problems could be avoided.”





	According to Cerda he will work to enhance the already existing County website to help court users get their business done and to relieve the excessive manual workload required to complete these tasks at the present time. 





	By integrating the currently available information made ready with software provided by the state, the court system and court processes could easily be brought into the 21st century and be made more accessible and transparent to the public.





	With electronic upgrading, online access to court records would bolster public education and confidence in the legal system. Public records such as notice of ownership, claims against assets and public record legal documents would be made available online creating a faster and less expensive atmosphere.





In July, 2001, Chief Cerda began his Naval Science Instructor position at St. Stephens


High School and continues in that position today.  Interested campaign supporters may learn


more at www.CerdaForClerk.com on the web.
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