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Press Release


For Immediate Release





	April 11, 2010 (Hickory, N.C.) - Catawba County Clerk of Court Candidate, Ray Cerda, headed to Washington, D.C. recently with 52 St. Stephens High School Navy JROTC Cadets and parent chaperones for a four-day visit to the U.S. Naval Academy located on the western shore of the Severn River, Annapolis, Maryland. 





	Cerda, a retired Master Chief Legalman, U.S. Navy, arranged the trip with Lt. Cmdr. (ret.) Dave Marks, U.S. Coast Guard. Both retired naval service veterans are Naval Science instructors at St. Stephens High School.





	During their stay aboard the U.S. Navy Yard Patrol (YP-681) Craft, a 108-foot long training vessel stationed at Annapolis, the cadets and their escorts experienced four days in the life of a Naval Midshipmen complete with onboard experiences including military chow and bumps and bruises.





	“Each cadet gets the opportunity to take the helm and control the ship's speed and course,” Cerda said. “This underway experience qualified each cadet to receive a Sea Cruise Ribbon which they can proudly wear on their dress uniform.”





	Cadets are bunked on the YP boats housed at the Naval Support Activity, Annapolis, given a shipboard safety lesson and required to sleep in racks, observe reveille, P.T, the twice-daily “Salute To The Colors Ceremony,” 8 o'clock reports and taps. They eat at the Navy galley and are absorbed into Navy life, Naval terminology and shipboard life.





	All attendees also took the walking tour of the Historic Naval Shipyard, a Navy facility that opened its doors in 1845 for training the Navy and Marine Corps leaders of tomorrow





	“It wasn't all work and no play,” Cerda added. “On day three the participants took an R&R trip to Six Flags Amusement Park.”





	Cerda, who took time off from his busy campaign schedule for the trip, was pleased to see that the youth of today are instructed in how to become more responsible adults of tomorrow. 





	 In July, 2001, Chief Cerda began his Naval Science Instructor position at St. Stephens


High School and continues in that position today.  Interested campaign supporters may learn


more at www.CerdaForClerk.com on the web.
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